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A PRISONER OF WAR
AT POINT LOOKOUT

Fifteen Months a Captive.A Thrilling Escape.Prison Life and Its Incidents.
BY WJLLIAM S. HUMPHRIES,

(The following Is an address dcliv.
«red at the banquet given at Losing-
ton. January id, by the Kons of Con¬
federate Veterans to the ConfederateKoldlors of Rockbrldge county, on the
occasion of the observance of Lee-
)ack6pn Day):

''It I fhoulfi give my remarkil ri title
It would be 'Life of Fifteen Mouths In
Prison and How l Escaped from Point
Lookout.' At the outbreak of the war
( did not want to enter the army, for
the reason that a v. idowed mother nr. I
several brothers and Ilsters were de¬
pendent on mo. In part, for support;
.>ut in the spring <,f i-c: I was draft¬
ed Into service, and wan assigned to
the Collogo Company. I participated
In the campaigns of the Valley und':.-
Stonewall Jackson, when Generals
Dunks and Milroy were frequently sur¬
prised by Jackson and their stores and
supplies captured, which wer* appro-
prlatod by the Confederates. Among
the engagement!* were the battles at
Winchester. Crosj- Koye, Por: Repub¬lic, ihd march from the Valley to
Richmond, the Seven Day;' fight, back
u> Manapsap, Cedar Mountain, on to
Sharp&burg. returned to Fredcrlcks-
burg. nnd at Camp Winder for the
first time wo stayed long enough at
> no place to go into camp. Up to that
time the BoidiorK were subjected to
fcbeb rapid movements that there was
no time for camp life.
"The spring of 1SG3 opened with a

repetition of forced marches and fre¬
quent engagements, terminating with
[be raid into Pennsylvania and the
battle of Gettysburg. I was captured
at that battle and with hundreds of
other Confederate prisoners taken to
J'ort. Delaware. Among the prisoners
was John McD. Alexander, of Lexing¬
ton.
"One day a fine looking, pompous

obi gentleman eanie into prison am!
asked If any men were there from
Lexington. Va., and Mr. Alexander
came forward tin,! said he was froqi
Lexington. The visitor was Dr. J in-

kin, formerly president of Washing¬
ton College. Later on,' of the p-lson
olilcers came and Inquired for Major
.1. McD. A e Minder, saying he had a

letter for him. Mr. Alexander made
himself known and was taken out by
Die officer, presumably to some other
part of the prison. Wc thought it
was a scheme to punish the Confeder¬
ate officers apart from tue privates.
Mr, Alexander hud some difficulty in
proving that ho was not such an olti-
tcr.

"After thr.ie months' Imprisonment
at Fort Delaware, wo were removed to
Point Lookout, situated at the mouth
of the Potomac River, nnd here wore,
huddled together something like 14.-
000 Confederate prisoners. The place,
was low and marshy and unhealthy.
At first we wer«- put in an old field,
with cornstalks und wild onions. Many
'jirisonerr, were put to work, some
iworklug nil day for rations. Tho
area was thirty-six acres fenced in
with high fenre, ten feet from which
within the Incloshrevwas a deep trench,
Outside, along the wall, was a plat¬
form, on which paced the guards. Be¬
yond wns another wall, and nllll
further was the bay. The camp was
laid oft in streets, with tents for tlio
prisoners. The aggregation of men

composed all sorts, from the dude to

the hobo, tireat ingenuity was shown
by tho men to while away their time,
und many beautiful trinkets were mane
with rude tools, such t-s rings from
buttons, fancy toys, etc. Numerous
games were played und some gamb¬
ling. The life wilt? hard and some of
the men took the oath of the Federal
government and were given their free¬
dom, some joining the enemy's army
and fighting against their own friends.
A few tried to escape.
"A number of prisoners operated "n

brick-making plant insido tho prison,
1 he bricks being dried In the aim. The
men tunneled under the wall and tried
to escape. They came up just inside
tho wall and flvo of them were shot.
Their bodies were loft on the ground
for a whole day in order to show oth¬
ers what they might expect should
they attempt to got out. Or another
occasion the Jate Captain B. C. Raw-
lings, of Rockbridge, was detailed to
go out of prison with other men and

Company E, Fifth Virginia Infantry.it wood. 11» had hi? man cover him
Lup with brush and at night ho rnadp

1.1- escape, getting fifteen miles from
prison when ho was captured f.r.d tn.
ben back. Hid punishment was woar-j Ing a brill hnd chain.

j ''Notwithstanding those failures of
', others to escape, i determined that I
would make lhe attempt to u« t out.:

.I told my plans' to v.". Bailey pun lap!;;of Augusta county, anri wo decided tomukc a trial. Wo ;,ii<i our plans ;.t .1
decided we would leave some darknight. Wo took Into our confidence
Jomo« Keeton, who promised to aid
tut. The plnn was to trr. ICoeton to
assist In getting over tho Wall by
means of a ladder and then tomov«the ladder, so tbat our escape ivould
not bo discovered.
"Tho night of September -r-. n*>4,

Friday, was rainy and very dark, soj that was our time to go. We caHod
Keeton. and together we carried the
ladder, which was procured from aj building under construction. Wej watched for the guard, and when ho
walked his. boat and turned to go back,the ladder was put against the wall.
Dunlarp went first and I followed; thor,
Keeton tefok down th* ladder, and wi
were on our way to freedom. Wo
crawled to the edge of the bay,'through the storm of wind and rain.
Proceeding carefully, we crept to the! ntookhOuse and crawled around thoj building. At one time the guard
stopped and looked In our direction,j He was

^
near us and we thought hoI had seen us. but ho moved on, and

wo hastened on. Wo passed n negro
camp two miles up the bay andj emerged from the water and wont Into
a cornfield. For the flrnt time wo
felt like we were out of prison. Wo
crossed Smith <"'rcok and traveled allthat night. We wore- guided In our
direction by following telegraph poles.
Wo rested in the woods the next day
and could sou the Yankees all day.
That night we traveled twenty miles'j The hext day (SUndn> > we kept In
the woods and swamps and lived on
fox grapes, pawpaws and apples. On
Monday we were very hungry nnd

I called nt a house for something to eat I
und were given a good rnoal. The ladyI war very Inquisitive and asked us jmany ejuestlons. Wo hurried oh. That
night wo called a: a house and Mr. jFreeman camo out. Wc told our story
of escape and ashe.il fr>r help. He fed
us and kept us all night and next day
sent us to Dr. Bean's. At first he was
suspicious, but finally to.>k ns in, and
was very kind. Wo spent several dayswith the family, who did much for!
us. Dr. Dent came and said we had
bettor go to his house, some distance
on our way, and they were exceed-
Ingly kind to U£. giving us food and
clothing. For the flret time since
leaving prison wo felt clean and like
gentlemen. j"Wo left Dr. Dent's hospitable homo
and went to Port Tobacco, the county jseat of Chariot; county, stayed all
night and a good many persons called j
to see us. To roach Virginia we had j
to cross the Potomac P.Ivor, which i
was several mile* wide at that point.
The cost of ferriage was $20 each, so jthe money was raised by sympathizing
frlc-nds. The night we were ferried j
across the river was very elark, and
we passed numerous boats, but no one jmolested us. We made our way to
Richmond and delivered letters and j
message.- from friends. We were well
taken care of by some of the officers
of the Confederate government. AYe
had a hearing before General Cooper,
who gave us permits to return homo.
Transportation to Stauntnn was ar-| ranged. and there Dunlap ami I
parted.

'While in prison I had many in¬
ducements offered mo to leave. One,
a former Methodist preacher of my
county, visited the prison and urged

J mo to t3ko tho oath and leave; an-jr. -r. a friend at home with influence,
ad I: el mc to do likewise. I con¬
cluded te> remain and wait, deciding
that it was bettor to endure some hard¬
ship?' with my own people than enjoy
the1 good things with Northern people.

"f foci proud to stand before you j
to-day hs a Confederate soldier, and !
more than proud that I was a mom-
Per of the famous Stonewall Brigade." |

EMMA SANSOM, HEROINE
OF IMMORTAL COURAGE

(By Mary Bankhcad Owen in the Montgomery Advertiser.)
On July 4, 1007, thcro was un-

vcilerl in Gadsden, Ala., near the site
of her immortal doed of courage, a

monument to Emma Sansom, the Con¬
federate heroine.
No euch signal of honor has hoen be¬

stowed upon any other woman parti¬
cipant in the daring deeds of those opic
years in our history embraced in tho
early sixties of the nineteenth century.

It iß true that a memorial tomb has
¦ been placed above the grave of Win¬
nie Davis, in Hollywood Cemetery, .

Rlohmond, because she was tenderly I
cherished as tho "Daughter of the Con-;
federacy," having been born to the fami-
ly of tho new republic's President dur-
ing tlie existence of that historic gov-!
eminent; but the conditions aro not
comparable.

Foot Note:
Emma Sansom was born at Social

Circle, Walton, Co., Ga., In 1S47. Her
father removed his family to the farm
near Gadsden, Ala-, in 1S52. In 1.S64 she,

- married /C. B. Johnson, a Confederate
soldier of the 1 Hh A.ln. Regiment. Sho
died In Callowsy, Texas, in toon, leav¬
ing live sons and two daughtors.

Tho United Sons of Confodorato Vct-
jemna havo in operation plana by which

they propose erecting in every Confed-jernte State one splendid monument of
uniform type to the "Women of the
Confederacy." Tho citizens of Mäcon
nnd of Sandersvllle, Georgia, respec¬
tively, have laid corner-stones of pro¬
posed monuments; and Captain E.
White has roared a shaft to them in
Confederate Park, Fort Mill, South
Carolina, but so far. to the girl heroine'
of Alabama tho distinction belongs of.
having reared in her honor au tndlvl-
dual monument,* which bears upon Its
pedestal "nor figure in Italian marble,
and in relief .'irpoir^ the base, scenes,
from the incidents which gave her
famo; together with eplgranimatlc in -

scrlntions that perpetuate that fame for
all time in history.

It Was to Emma Sansom's memory'
also that Dr. John A. Wyeth dedicated
his monumental Life, of General Nathan
Bedford Forrost Among the dedicatory!
lines Is found., this encomium: "Sho;
was a woman worthy of being remem¬
bered by her countrymen as long as'
courage is deemed a virtue." end In tho
text of tho book ho says further: "As
long 03 the fame of Nathan Bedford
Forrest shall last among men.and it
must endure forever.coupled with it
In artless womanhood nnd heroic pos'i
will bp tho name of Emma Hansom.''
üoon attoy thclncidont occurred which

onrr..-or:v. mos t. muxförd.

brought this mountain country girl
into public view, and placed her im-
mcmorinlly in the hearts of all who
have a true soul and brave, the State
of Alabama In General Assembly adopt¬
ed a series of Joint resolutions donating
hor a section of land and a gold medal
"in consideration of public services ren¬

dered by her."
To the uninformed as to her specific1

act. is given a gist of the facts In tho
eulogistic clause« of the preamble to,
those'resolutions, in which it la told
that .''she exalted herself above the
lears of her nature and the timidity
of her sox." with a maiden's modesty
and more than a woman's courage, ten¬
dered her services as a guido, and, in
the face of an enemoy's fire, and amid
tiio cannon's roxr, safely conducted our,
gallant forces by a clrcultour route to
an easy and safe crossing, and left
them in eager pursuit of a fleeing foe,
Which resulted in a complete nnd brll-
Hunt victory to our urms within tho
confines of our own State. By her cou-

rage, her patriotism, her devotion to
our cause, and by the groat public
service she has rendered, she has secur¬
ed to herself the admiration, esteem
and pratitttde of our people, and a place
In history as the heroine of Alabama."

Several times since thin act. efforts;
have also boon made- to have tho State,
seal changed from its present form
to u scone representing Emma San?om
riding behind General Forrest, and dl-
rcctlng him to the now immortal "lost;
ford.'
There transpired no more heroic or

picturesque occurrence during the War
between the United States and the Con-j
federate States than the adventure In.
which this incident figured, an adven¬
ture reflecting glory upon nil partlcl-
pants. Federal and Confederate alike.
for It was one calling for high courage,;
dauntless daring, and the best mettle
of true soldiership.

After the battle of Murfreesborough.
Major-General \V. S. Kosecrans, of the;
Federal army, determined, if possible,'
to manoeuvre Major-Genoral Braxton
Bragg, commanding the Confederate
Army of Tennessee, soth e>f the Ten-[
ncssea River, in order that tho Confcd-
crates might neit get possession of the!
natural stronghold of Chattanooga. One
step towards this end was to destroy
the two railroads leading from that]
mount-»in oily, one to Atlant*., the other
to Knoxvllle, by which sustenance for
the Confederates could bo supplied. The
undertaking was entrusted to a body'
of raiders under the leadership of Co'-l
Onol Abel D. Strelght, of India. Thoi
plans of "this great enterprise, fraught
with great consequences," for It was
thus that tho order ran. were carefully
laid by Rosecrans and his chief of staff
Brigadier-General .Tamos A. Garfield,
with the nld nnd advice of the intre-
pid Hoosier who was to be its leader.
The commands selected by Colonel

Strelght were the älst and the 73rd In-,
diana, the 3rd Ohio, the iSth Illinois,
and two companies of Alabama
Union cavalry, about 2,000 officers and
men in all.
With impatience and high hopes the

Strelght raiders sot but from Nashville
on April 10, lfc3. under orders to repair
"to the intorlor of Alabama and Geor-
gla. for the purpose of destroying the!
railroads In that country."
Upon the entrance of the raiders in- |

to North Mississippi they were Joined
by a considerable force under General;
Grenville M. Dodge, whose orders were
to facilitate the advance of Strelght:
upon his Important mission. It was tho
intent of the Federals to so divert tho
Confederates under Colonel P. D. Rod-
doy by minor skirmishes In which they
engaged them as to cause them to loose;
sight of the movements of Strelght. »

On tho 2»>th of April, 1SG3, just past.'
midnight, through almost impenetrable
darkness and steady downpour of rain,!
Straight's -lightning bragade redo out
of Tuseumhla, A In., over broken and
boggy roads, headed for Mount Hope,thirty-six miles distant, whore, they'
wer? to make their encampment. At
sunset, hungry and weary, having made
only one halt for food, they reached
their destination, with tho cheeringi
news, however, from General Dodge
that he had Forrest, the Wizard of the'
Saddle," whose pursuit was Straight's
greatest fear, upon the run In another
direction. Farly morning found tho
raiders pushing forward with all pos-
slblo progress through rain, mud and
across swollen streams, buoyed, how-
over, by the hope of success. Again
at nightfall they rested, but on the'
morning o fthe 20th. scarcely beyond'
midnight,, they once more rode off In
tho darkness nnd the rain.

Forrest and his band of 1,000 men, J
had cut loose from In front of Dodge,;
and they, too, w^ere riding through the
night with Its ceaseless downpour, In
hot pursuit of the confident raiders,
and only sixteen miles behind them.
Oh thfSugh thos-5 early hours the two

bodies .of soldiers rode. Straight bound
for Rome. Ga.. and Forrest bent >.<n

capturing Strelght Both forces moved
along tit a steady gait, and by night of
tho 20th. the Federals, after having!
swept' tho country clean for a swath;
of several miles on each side of tho!
road, of all the mules and horses, fire-
arms and forage, rode Into Day's Gap,
the gorgo that leads to the summit of'
Sand Mountain. Here tho raiders res-
ted for the night, as quiet and suppos¬
edly secure as the Sidonlans of old.

Forrest's men rode on. In dogged
pursuit, mile after tulle, with only one
hour's rest for man and boast. By mid¬
night they were only four miles behind
their quarry. Knowing that his men
must havo food and rcat Forrest order-

ed a lialt. und pi,rm his band, all ex-
cep't the famous "Forty Scouts," were

deep in sloop upon the ground, a thou-
sand Inanimate bundles in blankets and
oilcloths.

At daylight Straight moved forward,!
but before he hod proceeded two miles
11i.-5 rear guard was attacked by For¬
rest
Tho following three days contest

across Sand Mot;ntain, as these con¬
tending foe's struggled to outwit, out¬
fight and overmaster each the other,;affords a dramatic spectacle rarely
equalled in military unnals. The set-;
ting was most auspicious for the tragic
action.a rugged country with precl-
pltous eliffs 'and deep ravines, cut
across here, and there with leaping!
streams; tho combatants, two mnnds of
men who. were soldiers all, patriots all,
venturing for their consciences' sake
that for whlqh it is said a man will
forswear all things elso, his life; tho
roar of cannon, the rattle of musketry.
the clank of crossed swords, the sllen-
ees of ambush, tho cries of victory, the
groans of death! And over all, now
April showers had ceased, ,.lear spring
skies of tho silver rays of tho south¬
ern moon.
The Alabama soldiers, with the Fed¬

erals were familiar with the passes,
and thla fact was of service to Strelght,
for with hlB dreaded foe at his heels,
and detachments circling around the
mountain ridCE ondeavoring to form a
juncture to meet his advance, ho seem¬
ed to be caught in a trap. As he as¬
cended the western crest of the moun¬
tain, which is the southwestern termi¬
nation of the great Appalachian range,
and looked below to the valley which
surrounded him. the bold Ihdlahiah saw
that ho was in a capital position to
make a stand. lie laid an ambush;
which was measurably effective. Coun-jter-strategom and some vigorous fight*
Ing followed. In which Forrest's only
two cannon were captured and a num¬
ber of men and horses killed on both
sides. jThe "Wizard of the Saddle" told his
band that their guns must be retaken
it every man died In the attempt, and
that they must dismount, hitch their
horses to saplings and b»gin their
task, assuring them that if they did
not succeed they would never need
their horf.es ngnln. The "dory, tur¬
bulent spirits'' under him loved to exe¬
cute just such desperate orders as their
beloved chief was giving them, for they
had charged with him at Shiloh, escap¬
ed with him from Fort Donaldson, made
glory with him at Mürfreesborö, at
Thompson's Station, at Brenlwcjod, and
they know the inflexible dauntlessness jof the man.
From this moment there was a run¬

ning tight across Sand Mountain, wlthjdeath to mark the trail. Strelght nd-i
ynnced as rapidly as possible, and when
finding his rear too hard pressed would
take his stand and fight or ambuscade
his adversary. Forrest harried him
constantly, attempting to circlo around
him. and steadily shooting at "every!
thing blue" to "keep up the scare."
Seeing the difficulty of his movement,
because of the natural barriers r.f gor¬
ges, precipitous mountain sides and
broken paths, the Confederate chief
ordered a portion of his command to
advance in "a general direction par¬
allel with tho route upon which
Strelght was moving," to prevent his
escape by way of the cross-roads, while
he himself led the remaining troops
In pursuit bf/the swift marching raid-
ers. Straight ctlll had Forrest's two
big gunr.! The Confederates had been
compelled to unhitch their horses from
tho saplings.
That night the fight, was renewed,

Forrest, as always, lending the assault
in person. The encounter bocame bo
spirited and so desperate that the par¬
ticipants grappled hand to hand. Whenhe could no longer withstand the at-
tnck, Strelght ordered retreat, leaving'Forrest his coveted guns, which, how-'
ever, had prudently been spiked. At
once, with renewed eagerness, the Con-
federates were upon the heels of their
fleeing foe. Bate In the night, under
the light of a full, moon, there was'
fighting, following an ambuscade, and'
again more fighting following another
ambuscade.
Assured of thwnrtlnc Streight's plans]Forrest allowed his men a brief respitefor rest, and while they eleot the raid-'

ers descended tho eastern slope of the
mountain, and on May-dav entered tholittle town of Bluntsvilte. took a lit-
tie rest, a goodly number of mules andhorses, and then their departure.
By afternoon Forrest rode in and foil;upon the Federal rear guard with vlar-

or. Ten miles further awav, on the
banks of the Black Warrior. Strelght
was asraln forced to take his stand and
light In order to secure a crossing overthis swift and danserous stream.
The following mornlnar th« raiders

reached Black Creek, "a crooked, deeo
and sluggish stier-m. with preetnltous
clay banks and rnud bottoms." which
has its source on Lookout Mountain,
"tho southern limit of which range is
less than one milo to the north."
Ecfore reaching the biirtno which

crossed Blnck Creek there was an un¬
pretentious country home owned and
occupied by the widow Sansom and her
two daughters. This home was enter-
ed by the dreaded "Yankees," and
thoroughly nearched for nraarms and
saddles. The only eon and protector
of tho home, was far away in a Con¬
federate command fighting for the stars
and harp. The Indignity of this In¬
vasion was keenly resented by the
three lone women, and to appoaso their
(tears the raiders' chief pluccd a cuitrd

around tho houso "for their protection."
Emma, tho young ? ixteon-year-old
daughter, true to the traditional "high
spirits" of mort.il- possessing rod hair,
was jitill in jhigh dudgeon over the oc¬
currence when General Fort est, a lit¬
tle after the ' Yankees" had taken their
departure, rode up to the grito. Ho
found an eager little Confederate volun¬
teer.
"They hive hUrited the hrldrre: Thev

have burned t!m brldio'" rdi«j cried,
"hut 1 !;no\v the way through the last
ford. No one else can show you. x;,,
one else knows"'

"It will take me thro* hours to reach
»he bridge above this ruined one." For¬
rest said, meditatively. "1 cannot lose
th,-ei hours Come, show* trio the way.'Streight'e rear guard was stUl posted
ocross tho vivcr. ^r.i cahnön bnMs and
vir.e ahots were flying throuyh the -lr

"There I«; great duhger to vOU Mav*be you had better go back," tho gen¬
eral fcMd to the young flrl. ..¦liorn he
had taken un behind him .>n hts horse
In his haste to discover tho eroa«i»tsr.

"I am not afraid." she declared,
Ptoof ly,
"Are you sure about tho ford?" For¬

rest nskod. anxiously,"I have soon our cows pick their way
over In low water. T am sure!"

As they n^nrc'l the place which sheindicated they dismounted and crept
through the underbrush towards tb**
ford. Whoii thev came Into view of.the raider sharpshooters across the
river their lives wore in gravö n^rtl:
hut tho nrirl's cottrape was of the nual-
Ifv of the fearless Confederate leader,
find she stood her

'

ground. On thev
wont to the very spot where a rer.son-
nb'v safn fortinrr was to he secured
for the tiliring riders In r*rny, windingfb*i.r way down the mottnta'n "orid.Whbn his yotipr; rrulde bed pointed out
(o him tho tAbzhk course across the
swift Stream she returned to the MtMo
home, which fron* that hour snrnntr
:"<o existence as amonsr ti;e historicp'te*i In American hlsto.rv, *h'< Mom« "f
Enima P?nsom, the Confederate he'rd-
ir.e of Alabama.
When Strelght. who had halted In the

town of Gadsdon. four miles listant, to
defitrov some comrnlt?snfy stores there.o'I«.-overed that Forrest was again after.dm, he rr.it that Indeed be was a ver¬
itable wizard, and one. too. th^t whshi covenant with hell and leagued withthe devil.

Ag«ln the raiders went forward withdetermination and all possible speed to¬
wards their ob I pet Ive, encouraged bythe hone of burning the bridge at Homehftof thev had casfed over.
"On to Rome'" they cried. "On toRome!"

i "After them, men!" shouted Forrest,
as he flashed forward. In t!ie" lead as
ever, his lashing sword nn orlfiammeto his tl«-*»d men. who. thus ordered, nut
:*pu-R to their flagging mounts and With
a "mhM veil" and hut one will, theirchieftiiln's will. answered: "Afterth«m!"
The Federals had to their advantage,by virtue of their advan cert position.the first choice of fresh horses, whichthev seired without formality as theypass«d through the rnttntry. not only to

procure fresh mount* for t hemso.'vps,but. to thwart their nursuors of them.
nnd also the tremendnus advnntnge ofthe deadly ambuscade.
The Confederates, but half the Fed-

orals In number, had but Forrest for
their leador.

Straight sent 2,00 picked men ahead of
his column to seize and hold the bridge
until his arrival. Anticipating this
move. Forrest dispatched a courier, who
rud»* With the speed of tho Persian
angari to give earning *.o tho Romans.
When Strclght's detachment arrived

j they found tho bridge barricaded and
amply protected by tho homo suard.j In the meantime, the. main body, their
way lighted hv tho moon njid the stars,I reached the banks of the intervening! river, the Chattanooga.
Th" ferryboat had mysteriously van¬ished. Nothing daunted. ColonelStrelght led his men for f-omo milesj through the dense woodsy a wilderness,along the riverside. In quest of a bridge,j Many of his band were so exhausted

from the ride of 150 mile:? over tho
mountain and rough country roads,from hunger, constant lighting andfrom wehry vigils, that they were soundasleep In their saddles. Finally fhej site of the Chattanooga bridge was
reached.

It was but charred ruins, the bridge Ihad been but nod!
Still .waridorifij? through tho wild-

ne«s in search of-a. crosslner, theorisingsun found the Raiders worn nnd sleep-ridden. At !) o'clock a hair was calledfor rest and breakfast. The faithful1 hand, for, exhausted to crave food, fell
off. their horses to the f ground and
slept. The tireless Raider chief wasI the only wideawake, unspent soldierj of the troop. ,

A courier pre«entlv arrived, bringingj the tidings of Home's defended bridge,Rumor!*: also floated into camp thatConfederate troons were advancing toj the defense of tho city nnd the rail¬roads. Rot the paramount evil fin-
pounced itsei'.-Forrest was againI upon his track. Rurnt bridges nor sc-

'; ouestered ferryboats had not stayed him.
I While the raiders 'wandered throughbnjr and river bottoms hi search of a
bridge he had rested in search of n
bridge he had rested his followers. Nowthe pack was In full cry and the
quarry in reach! Tt. was to be a fight1to the death!

Sle-lght aroused his sleeping bandwith difficulty from their heavyslumbers to take, up arms In defense oftheir lives.
A desneratjj; though losing fight en¬

sued. Seeing Ills victory. General For¬
rest sent number of his staff toColonel- Strelght under a Hag of truce
to demand a surrender. To accede tothis demand was the Only course left
to (he brave raider, and honorable
terms were acreed Upon.To the three hours which Fmma'Sansom saved him at Black Creek,Forrest ever attributed thl? victory ofhis arms. Not nIoi>e was Rome saved,but one of tho trreat Confederate lBiesof transpodrta.tlon and supply was also
saved, and an historian lias Said thnthad "tho Congress of the ConfederateState or the President. In tho lightof this brlllinnt achievement, with
the recollection of Fort Pnnelson.Shiloh, Murfreesborough. Thompson's'Station nnd Brentwood. fresh In tr.lnd.nunreclnted the. srent military geniusthey were hampering with such a
small force and had placed him thenIn command of all the cavalry of theArmv of Tennessee, they would havebrightened the nrospects of nn lnde-
pendent Cohfederocyi and have wonthe appreciation and confidence of thoSouthern people."

Sometimes there is a leakage in our
brain which is inexplicable nnd almost
unpardonable.
Three Sundays ago wo took much

pleasure. in tolling what we know
about the Gloucester Tahbs, and men¬
tioned those members of the family
who now live on the original soil.

IJy tome momentary aberration wo
omitted to say that Miss "Maggie
Tabb" lives on tho land taken up so
long ago by her ancestor. Thomas
Todd. She. with her sister, still dis¬
penses a rare hospitality at their bcau-
tiill home, "Newstead." on the North
River. She Is a daughter of the late
John Henry Tabb.
We again take up the task of try-

ing to make the grantee and his des¬
cendants reach our own day. Wo can¬
not tell anything of Peter Knight and
his descendants who took up land In
Gloucester In lf>52. "Wc con throw no
light upon his dim record.
Oliver Green, too, comes in 1G52, but

merely flits across tho canvas of his¬
tory, leaving only- a blur. No wife, no
children, only mention of his neigh-
bors, William Newman and Nicholas
Jeraew. Perhaps they were Idle fol - }lows who didn't work and didn't
"stick;" povhaps thoy returned whenco
they came, lettinr the i.ew land go to
whoever desired It. Wc can't tell.
John Bennott (1052) perhaps gave

his name to Bennett's Creek, on which
lie llvod. Of course, we know that
Bennett Is a compelling cognomen, but
what of John
In 1635 Richard Bennett took up S,-

000 acres on Nansemond River due for
the Importation of forty persons,
whoso names are recorded. Among
these names are "negars" and white
men and women, and ono of the forty |
was killed by a tree. Many trees
were thon falling In the white man's I
way, and the casualties incident to
experiment, of course, happened.
This Richard was the nephew of a

rich London merchant, who probably i

flnunced him. Anyhow, he prospered, |
was Burgess and Councilor and left a

large estate to his holrs, and kind re- j
mombrances to his friends and ac- joualntances. His wife was Mary Anne
Utle, and his children Richard, Anne
and another daughter, who married
Colonel Charles Scarborough, of Ac- [comae county. '

Richard Bennett (2) married Henri¬
etta Maria Neale, and lived at Green-
bury Point, Anne Arundol county,
Maryland. His tomb, most Imposing,
is at Bennett's Point, and bears armor¬
ial proof of his dignity and estate, lit;
left no children. i
Anne (2) Bennett, the daughter of

the first Richard, married Theoderlck
Bland, of Wostovor, whoso tomb In
the Westover garden Is proof of this
assertion. Afterwards she married
St. Leger Codd, who lived first In S'ir-
glnla and last In Maryland. But what
has this to do with tho Gloucester
patente«, John Bennett? Apparently
nothing at all, but in hunting around
to find some vestige of him we ran
across thoso more conspicuous gentle¬
man and mentioned them.

In 1652 Captain William Leigh took
up 1,0.00 acres joining Mr. Hugh
Gwyn. This opens what should be a.
very lntoresting line. Captain Wll-
(jam Leigh moved over to King and
Queen, or rathor stayed In that part
of Gloucester which was afterwards
King and Quetm. and was Burgess
1 fl)2. 10:<3, 16 0 01 1700, 1701. Ho diet!
in 1701. What relation was ho of
Francis L^lgh. Councilor In 1076?
This gentleman, thought to bo tho

ancestor of the Lotghs who later
lived in Gloucester. Is not articulate,
although much energy has been ex¬
pended to mnke him plain.

In the long ago there were two sis-
tors (their father nor mother are
chronicled), one Mary, the other Juno
Cole
Mary married a Mr. West, a Mos-

cenüant o£ the distinguished family oft

that name; by whom she h.id two sons.
.John nnd Thomas West. After tho
death of her first husband Mary West
married Fcrdnando Leigh, and had
William und Mary Leigh. William
Leigh married a Miss Watklns, of
Chesterfield, and was the father of
Benjamin Wnt.kins Leigh, ono of Vir¬
ginia's greatest lawyers. 11 may hn
interesting to note that when Benja¬
min Watklns Leigh lived In Richmond,his homo was at first nt the southeast!
corner of Third and Cary, and his
neighbors wore the Gambles, Chevai-
lles, GUllats, Robertsons. Gallegoes,Marv, MunfOrds, Taylors and Gibbons.Afterwards he- moved to Clay and
Tenth, tho northeast corner, and hia
neighbors wore Chief Justice Marshall,John Wiokham, Daniel Call, Chapman
Johnson. Philip Norborne Nicholas,John Brockonhrough, John Ambler,Jacquellno B. Harvle, John Ruther¬
ford anel James Lyons.

Mr. Lolgh's second wlfo was the
daughter of John Wickham. and per¬haps thoy were married In tho beauti¬
ful house, now the Valentine Museum.
Tho perspective of years adds much

consequence to men and things, but It
hardly seems possible tho,t three-
quarters of a century bonce any pres¬
ent neighborhood in our city could
convey so much significance.
This story of land grants In a fixed

locality reminds ono of an army sot-!
ting out for conquest, a weak ill-fed, bui courageous army. A manfulls here, there and everywhere, and
the ranks got closer together, and
with dogged perseverance fight on.
There are. graves, desertions, countless
wounds, but. some sort of victory at
last. The "privates" of tho giganticenterprise become hish officers of ag¬riculture and merchandise, heroes of
endurance nnd Industry and found
families. the Individuals of which'
trace all virtue to this first source.

It would seem that such a heritage
were enough, but. Instead the arch
genealogical craving Is to connect
"over yonder," not. Indeed with a yeo¬
man or tradesman, but with some lord
or lady, who by fair means or foul
will make safe convoy to royalty Itself.
What Lord Byron said of Tom Moore.
Is applicable moro or less to us all.
"Little Tommy loves a lorel." And,
therefore; when Mr. Browning wrote,his "Americans of Royal Descent" he
gained a large audience. Another craze
which has Its own peculiar absurd-
!tv Is tho assumption of coat armor,
whether or no. There are, of course,
Americans who may, by the law:; of
heraldry. use u coat of arms. hut
comparatively few. Nevertheless,,there aro many who slap a crest on
th«»lr paper and their carriages which
perhaps was used by a remote graml-
mother. Others find a er**: once used
by Mr. Jones, and because Jones hap¬
pens to be tholr surname, they Im¬
mediately adopt It. Might as well take
Mr. Catesby-Jones's or Mr. Burnc-
Jones's tooth brush or his embroider-
cd pocket handkerchief. '

If a crost or
arme are yours It- is a very nice thi-ng;
W not. one who uses It Is open to piti¬ful ridicule. It Is much worse than
palntod cheeks or false hair, and h-'ird-
ly less common. jMr. William Armstrong Crozle'r has jaftor conscientious Investigation com-
piled a moc-t useful letter book, which
he. calls "Virginia Heraidlea.A Regis'-
fry of Virginia Gentry Entitled to
Coat Armor."* In this book arc about
1576 names of Virginians Who used
arms, a comparatively small number.
We can Imagine that there aro ioma

very excellent people who dtd not use
arms when thoy might havo done so.
A young, careless fellow comes over
because ho couldn't conveniently stay
at homo. H.-> plunges ahead, makes a
fortuno, begets children. And not onco
care's whether be has arms on hlfl
tombstone or not nor whether ho had
a .father. But Ms son's son euros a
great deal, and bculps to looli around

for lt. Ho finds no traco and 1» dlo*
appointed, when all the time. If he
did but know, his father's father
lived in state and bore arms In Ens,'
land. In tho struggle for existence hlalather's father had not mentioned tohis father his birthplace or his privi¬leges. There probably were manysuch instances. Still, for prudonoosak» we would adviso all Virginianswho are thinking of coat armor t<-»consult Mr. Crozlor's book before using?it
1616.Nicholas Brooke, Sr. and Jr.,,500 acres.
1649.John King. 300 acres at mouth;of Poropotank. (Dorothy King mar¬ried Colonel John Waller, will 1754,and sheriff King and Queen 1702, Bur-fress 1713. and when Spotsylvanla wastformed. Colonel Waller became its firstclerk, 1722. Ho was a son of Dr. JohnWallor. of Buckinghamshire, England,who received a patent for land InVirginia In 1067.).William and MarvQuarterly. Vol VHT.
Robert Lewis bought of John King500 acres on tho Poropotank. Hiswidow married Captain Ralph Lang-ley, and the court in 1656 ordered thattho said land belonged to Mary andAlice Lewis, children of the said Ro¬bert Lewis..Ibid., IN. 102.
1640.Richard Croshaw. 760 acres,north side York River, known as "The,Stayres."

i1649.Timothy Lodell, 573 acrossnorth sldo York River, joining Mr.^'Croshaw's land.
lfi.->3.John Hope, B37 acres, next toWilliam. Cox, in tho Narrows of YorkRiver.
1653.Henry Sonnes, 1,200 acres, orfMattanoh i. near William Wyatt.1653.Edward Dlggs, 700 acros, onMattaponi.
165.1.John Hansford, William Wyatt,Major William Lewis. Abraham Moon.Thomas Peck, Edward Simpson, PeterFord, etc., etc,
1653.Bobert Abrahall, 400 acres ortMattaponi.
1053.Colonel William Taylor, 1,050acres, on Mattaponi, called "Rocaho."1653.Anthony Längsten. 1,303 acres,on York River, northwest, rightagainst BIckockc.
1653..lohn Livingston, 400 acres,west side Poropotank, in main woods,behind John Thomas.
1654.Rlobard Wllchin, 300 acres,northwest side Poropotank, joiningJohn Thomas.
1G54.Arthur Price, 300 acres, onMattaponi.
1051.Humphrey Dennis. 200 acros,south sldo of King's Creek, near Poro¬potank.
1711.John Splnks. 461 acres, joiningMr. Hansford and Mr. Chisman. Holoft his impress In the county in a lo¬cality yet called "Splnks's Hill," whorea quaint Inscription on a tombstonelong excited the amusement of thepasserby.
1713.Thomas Cooke. 156 acres,granted to William Haywood, 1691. andJoining his former land and the landof Edward Portou», and running northfalls Into a swamp at the head oCCappahosic Crook. He was son ofMordecal Cooke. the Immigrant, andllived near Cappahosic, vestry of Pets-worth Parish, 1607, surveyor of Glou¬cester, living In 1732. when bocausdof age and infirmity he roslgned thovestry. Sons: Thomas, of the vestry,17 27, and processioned Second Precinct.17 35: Benjamin, processioned SecondPrecinct. 1735; Mordecai. processionedFirst and Second Proclncts, 1751-63.They lived near Robert Porteus andWilliam Thornton. John Cooko, Jr.,also lived In Petsworth Parish. 1767,with lands Joining Dr. Symmer, do-censed, who had 700 acres. Ignatiusj Cooke may have been another son.1719..lohn Pratt. two lots InGloucester Town, escheat lands fromn plot of tho town made by ColonelMiles Cary, the 7th, Sth and 9th daysof April, 1707, plots 79 and 80. JohnPratt was a merchant in GloucesterTown. In 1717 ho gave the poor ofPetsworth Pariah £3.
176S.John Fox, lived at "Green¬wich," above Cappahosic, former homoof Philip Lightfoot. He married AnnMason, and was son of Rev. John Fox,of Ware Parish, and wlfo. Isabel BootH(daughter of Thomas Booth, tho Immi¬grant). Ho was chosen vestryman hiPetsworth Parish 1787. Issue: John,married Eleanor, daughter of WarnerLewis, and had Elizabeth and JohnWarner: Thomas Booth Fox, marriedCourtney Baylor, nnd had Frances Ann,Mary and John; William Fox, married

-Ball; Henry Fox. married Kath-
e.rino Cbeverles, and had son John;Mary Hartwell Fox, married Francis!Whiting, and had Eleanor, Susannah.John Fox, Francis and William Mil-
son Whiting; Isabella Catherine Fox,
mi rrled Emanuol Macon Jones, andhad Emanuol Macon and WilliamBooth Jones.
1SÖ5.Morgan Purcell. 136 acres, on'north side Buokner's mill pond be^

ginning at William Jones's (of "Coincord") corner tree.
1840.Wm. John Clarke, 1,665 acres,known as "Purton," on York Rlvor

and Tanks Poropotank or Adams'sCreek. "John Clarke and John Smith,lawyers," 17 23, processioned Firsts
Precinct of Petsworth, beginning anMr. John Pratt's, "ye said precinct, ex¬
tending across the parish as far as thehead of Bennett's Creek." John Clarkeagain mentioned, 1751.

Brown Station. M. Y. Feb. 6, 1911.
Editor Genealogical Column:
Dear Sir,.Will you please advise

me, through the medium of your col¬
umn, through what source, authorita¬
tive information, as to the coats oC
arms of Virginia families can be ob«
tallied.

Yours truly, t

"ARMORIAL."
See Croziep's Virginia Hcraldlca.

- |Roanokb Rapids. N. C. Feb. 6. 19tt.
Editor Genealogical Column:
Dear Sir.. Please give in your Sun«'

day edition a history of tho Burton
family. I think there were three
brothers.Robert, John and Henry.'who came from England and landed
In your city. Bobert. remained, and
the others wont to different parts of,
tho country. I think we are tho do*
scendants of the said Robett Burton.
My father, Rev. Robert O. Burton, was
born in Campbell county, Va., and
then entered tho Virginia Conference.
Methodist Episcopal Church, was af¬
terwards transferred to the North Car¬
olina Conference, and after a servlco
of many years died in this (Halifax)
county, at tho advanced ago of eighty-
two years Ho had two brothers,'
Jesse and Edward; who thoy married
I am at a 103S to know, and four sla-
tera-^-Crraoe, Margaret, Eliza and Cor¬
nelia. Grace married Dr. Pottison, ot
Lynohbnrg, Va.: Margaret died single;
Eliza first married Polndexter and af¬
terwards Dr. Thompson, of the Meth¬
odist Protestant Church; Cornells*
married Edward GhriMian. She is tho
mother of Judge Frank Christian and
Roy. Asbury Christian, who at ono
time was stationed In your city. Tho
above facts may load you to the Una
we wish' to trace. Should you kindly
considar thia communication picas*
..end me flvo copies of your paper, and
obltsn,

Very respectfully yours.
V. M. BURTON',

Roanoko Rapids, N. C.
If any reader will furnish this ln«Vformation we will bo glad in pnbllaUfit. Wo ourselves havo not tho fact&^.


